


ELISH FOLOERS 


FOR THE FREE STATE. 


Darrell Figgis’ Election Committee Rooms, \ 
15 Lower O’Connell Street, 


Dublin. \If 
7th ‘fune, 1922. \ 


FRIEND, | 


It is unnecessaty for me to point out to you that we have arrived at a time of grave 
crisis, when the entire future of this country is at stake. We had all hoped that the Free 
State would bring this country Peace and Prosperity. It was possible. It is still possible. 
Yet the very existence of the Free State is now threatened. It can only be saved by the 
return of Independent Candidates who stand without reserve for the Free State, for the 
fulfilment of our Treaty obligations, for the end of political discussion, and for the begin- 
ning of constructive work. Those who have nominated me in this Election are a pledge 
before the nation that they believe I stand for these things. And I therefore ask you to | 
give me your first vote. | 


There comes a time in the affairs of every nation when it must finally make an end 
of certain vexed issues. Unless it do, it will swing in an eternat circle of argument, and ail . 
progress and good government will be frustrated. Such a time has arrived for Ireland in 
this matter of the Treaty. For good or for ill, the Irish people have clearly decided to 
accept it by an overwhelming majority. Their will must prevail. No one must be per- 
mitted to tamper with it by threats or intrigue ; for only in finding out and affirming that 
will can we get peace; and only through peace can we get prosperity. 


There is an opportunity of prosperity before#this nation such as has seldom been 
offered to any people. In that prosperity we all may share, and to it we must all contribute. 
Ireland is an undeveloped mine of wealth, besides being the fairest of all lands in which to 
live. What is hindering us, that we cannot go in and possess our land? A political dis- 
cussion. We must make politicians recognise that they are the servants, not the masters, 


of the people. 


Therefore, in asking you to give me your first vote, I put before you the essential 
planks of the platform on which I stand. I only ask that each voter give his or her vote 
without fear or favour, according to his or her conscience. I stand :— 


. For the Treaty of Peace as the law of the land, confirmed by Dail Eireann and 
the Ae Parliament, and honourably binding on both. 


2. For Freedom of Elections, and the right of the people themselves to decide and 
vote on the candidates of their choice 














3. For the responsibility of public representatives to those who elect them, that 
they keep in touch with their constituents, serve their interests, and represent and not 
misrepresent them. 


4. For stability of government, and the firm putting down of disorder, without 
which every hope for the country is in vain. 


5. For a period of constructive government, in order that the nation may get time 
to repair the damages of war and develop the opportunities of peace. 


6. For the completion of Land Purchase, as necessary alike to financial and com- 
mercial stability as to the needs of agriculture. 


7. For the development without delay of our great natural resources in the 
advantage and employment of the people. 


8. For strict economy and efficiency in the public service, and the decrease of 
taxation, which under a strong government can with ease be brought about, but which is 
impossible if we are to continue in a state of indecision and turbulence. 


For these purposes, which I will regard as a faithful charge from you, I ask that you 
give your first vote to me. I ask more. I am fighting this election single-handed ; and, if 
my candidature commends itself to you, I ask you to help me by speaking to your friends 
and asking them also to give me their first vote. In this spirit of comradeship you can help 
—not me only—but rather the common purpose which we both desire to advance. 


E am, 


Yours sincerely, 


DARRELL FIGGIS. 


P.S.—Remember that I am making the Treaty a definite issue in this Election. 
A vote for me is a vote for the Treaty. A vote against me is a vote against the Treaty. 


Vieeets Cara FIGGIS, DARRELL 








MY NOMINATORS. 


Among the nomination papers of the day those put forward by Mr. Darrell Figgis. 
were the most remarkable. In fact, we do not recall that papers such as these have ever 
before been presented at a political election, being powerfully supported by the constructive 
elements of the national life. Mr. Figgis relied on two papers. On the first he was pro- 
posed by Mr. Gzorce Russext (‘ 4’), and seconded by Mr. Patrick Sarsrirtp O’Hzcarry. 
On the second he was proposed by Mr. Ricwarp Francis CauLrieLp Orpen, Past President 
of the Institute of the Architects of Ireland, and seconded by Mr. Ricuarp N. Earon, 
President of the Institute of Electrical Engineers (Ireland). Among those who signed these 
papers as Assentors were the eminent engineer, Sir Joun Purser Grirrity, M.A.L., 
M.Inst.C.E., Proressor Pierce F. Purcert, M.A., M.A.1., A.M.Inst.C.E., President of the 
Instituce of Civil Engineers of Ireland; Mr. T. G. Aston, President of the Engineering 
and Scientific Association of Ireland; Mr. J. J. Ropinson, President of the Architectural 
Association of Ireland; Mr. Atrrep Detar, B.A., B.A.I., M.Inst.C.E.; Mr. J. H. Wess, 
F.R.I.A.I.; Proressor Ossorn Bercin, Ph.D.; Proressor C. H. Otpuam; and 
Joun O’Byrnz, B.L. 





VOTE THUS— 


FIGGIS, DARRELL 
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